
Principal’s Report  
 

2023 School Newsletter now available online via our Skoolbag App               

and website on www.lightningr-c.schools.nsw.edu.au  

     Term 3  Week  6  2023 

LIGHTNING RIDGE CENTRAL SCHOOL  

 

Principal:     Mr Richard Finter           

Deputy Principal:    Mrs Margaret Morriss                     
PO Box 294, Kaolin Street 
Lightning Ridge   NSW 2834 
T 02 68290511      F  02 68290137 
E lightningr-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au  

Primary North West  

Regional Athletics   

Wed 30th Aug 

Stage 2 Dubbo Excursion  

Thurs 14th – Fri 15th Sept   

Father’s Day Stall  

Thurs 31st Aug - Fri 1st Sept 

Term 3  

School Holidays  

Mon 25th Sept – Fri 6th Oct 

Wear it Purple Day  

Fri 25th Aug 

Primary Assembly  

Mon 18th Sept  

Join us on  

R U OK? Day  

Thurs 14th Sept 

Science Fair 

Thurs 7th Sept 

P & C Meeting 

Tues 29th Aug  

5pm 

Attendance 

International Research demonstrates a strong correlation 

between students’ learning, long- term life outcomes, 

attendance at school and appropriate participation in 

education programs. For this reason, the NSW Department of Education has 

very clear policies and guidelines in relation to student attendance at school. 

Education in New South Wales is compulsory for all children between the 

ages of six years and below the minimum school leaving age of 17 years. 

The Education Act 1990 requires that parents ensure their children of 

compulsory school age are enrolled at, and regularly attend school, or, are 

registered with the NSW Education and Standards Authority for home 

schooling. Once enrolled, children are required to attend school each day it 

is open for students. 

Regular school attendance enables students to maximise their full potential 

and to actively participate and engage in their learning. It is important that 

children develop habits or regular attendance at an early age. Students who 

are regularly absent from school are at risk of missing out on fundamental 

aspects of their educational and social development. Children with 

attendance of 80 per cent or less (that is, 40 days or more absenteeism per 

year) may be significantly disadvantaged in their learning. 

Consistent and sustained high attendance rates at school are no different to 

the attendance rates required to succeed in the work place. 

Late is not Great 

Arriving at school and class on time is also crucial to success to educational 
success: 

· Ensures that students do not miss out on important learning activities          
scheduled early in the day. 

· Helps students learn the importance of punctuality and routine. 

· Give students time to greet their friends before class. 

· Reduces classroom disruption. 

Lateness is recorded as a partial absence and must be explained by 
parents. 

At the beginning of the day students are informed of the day’s program, 

events and important instructions are often given. Students arriving late to 

school (after 9:00 am in Primary and 8:40am in Secondary) also disrupt the 

class they are in, as they get organised and settled for the day. 
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The aforementioned times are the cut off times for late arrivals. After those times students will be recorded 

as being late for school. A student arriving late to school must sign in at the office and their late arrival will 

be recorded on the daily attendance roll. Parents/Guardians must provide a reason for their child arriving 

late to school.  

                                                           If you are not at school 

l, we cannot teach and you cannot learn.  

Students in Years 8 & 9 will have the opportunity to select their elective subjects for 2024 

during Week 6. A range of electives will be on offer, students need to select subjects 

which they have an interest in. Some electives have course fees attached to cover the 

cost of consumables. Mrs Caley has been discussing possible career opportunities with 

our secondary students.  

During Week 6 students in Year 12 will be sitting their Trial Examinations in readiness for the Higher 

School Certificate Examinations in October. At this time of year, students in Year 12 should all have a 

study timetable which includes completing practice papers. Some Year 12 students will be busy 

completing Design & Technology & Visual Arts major works, we are excited to see the end results. Most 

students have been applying themselves with due diligence and sustained effort these students will earn 

the marks they deserve, unfortunately we have a small group of students who have left their major project 

to the last minute, I do hope they put more effort into their studies than they have their major works. 

Our Year 11 students will be sitting their Yearly Exams in Week 10 of this term, this is the culmination of 

their Year 11 studies, during Term 4 they move into Year 12 learning programs. 

Once again we have had a number of activities available to our students, this week our Agricultural 

students are participating in the sheep trials in Dubbo, this involves leading the sheep around an arena 

and participating in the judging of the sheep. Schools from across the district are involved in this hands on 

experience. 

Congratulations to our 15’s boys basketball team coached by Ms Pickard, they had a resounding win 

against Moree and will be traveling to Coonabarabran for the next round in Week 6. 

Ms Messner's PASS class will be participating in a Rugby League refereeing coaching course in Week 7. 

Then they will be representing our school by being the referee at a Primary gala day held at Spider Brown 

oval. 



Primary Assistant Principal’s Report  
Yaama ngindaay (Hello everyone),  

We hope that all our students, teachers and parents are feeling recharged after the Pupil 

free days. As we resume our school activities in Term 3, we have some exciting 

experiences to share with you that continue to make LRCS such an amazing place.  

We had a popular visitor return to LRCS over the last few weeks. Our friend Healthy Harold, the lovable 

giraffe mascot, was back and participated in interactive sessions with our Kindergarten to Year 6 

students that focussed on personal safety, cyber-safety and social and emotional wellbeing. Thank you, 

Harold!  

Our adventurous Stage 3 students recently claimed their independence and embarked on a memorable 

journey to the Great Aussie Bush Camp in Lake Macquarie. They connected with nature, developed 

their teamwork skills, and challenged themselves with a range of exciting outdoor activities. From 

canoeing, the giant swing and high ropes we trust our students returned home with unforgettable 

memories, a newfound confidence and knowing there’s no place like home!  

Our high-flying Primary Basketball team travelled to Inverell to play Ross Hill Public school in the PSSA 

North-West basketball knock-out competition. Unfortunately, LRCS lost 13-43 to Ross Hill. 

Congratulations to our team and their coach, Mr Ellery, for making it so far into the tournament.   

Finally, the Primary school came to life with students dressing up as their favourite book characters for 

our annual book parade. Thank you to all the parents who helped create and assemble costumes at 

home to make this year’s parade a success.  

Library 

Students in Stages One and Two have been building and Coding LEGO robotics.  

Kindergarten have been learning to build and code mini Botzees by following a line and command cards. 



Each week all students who have been following our Turtle Goals and displaying positive behaviour are 

put into a draw. Two students from primary and two from secondary are drawn out. These students then 

get to choose a song which will be played for our new bell music. Congratulations to our Week 5 & 6 

winners.   

Music Awards  

Secondary: Bryton Seabrook ,Chanel Kenny & Izabella Mallouk  

yuluwirri =  rainbow 



Stage  3 
This Term S3C have enjoyed participating in lots of exciting activities. We recently visited ES1P and got 

involved in some of their rotations. We also worked together to create posters and pompoms for the Bin 

Wars Championships which were held on the primary cola. All students enjoyed this activity and we even 

had a couple of our class members on the winning team!   

S3B have had a busy few weeks.  Some students went to the Great Aussie Bush Camp for 5 days.  The 
reports from the students were very positive and all thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 

We have started reading a young reader novel called ‘Runt’, which has actually won the CBC Young 
Reader Book of the year award. We created a display to show the comparison between drought and after 
the rains.  



Stage 3 Great Aussie Bush Camp  
On Monday 7th August Stage 3 students attended the Great Aussie Bush Camp. Beyond the thrilling 

adventures, the camp fostered personal growth, teamwork, and lifelong friendships. It served as a 

reminder that some of life's most valuable lessons and cherished memories are not found within the four 

walls of a classroom, but rather in the great outdoors where exploration and camaraderie flourish. As 

students returned home with hearts full of excitement and minds brimming with stories to share, it was 

clear that this camp had truly been a resounding success in creating lasting memories and an unparalleled 

sense of fun. Students enjoyed lots of different activates such as canoeing, flying fox, raft building, rock 

climbing & archery. 



Book Parade  
The Book Week parade is an exciting event where students and teachers dress up as their favourite book 

characters. The parade celebrates reading and encourages students to engage with books. It was so 

great to have our students and teachers celebrate the start of Book Week at LRCS in such a fun way. 

Bake-A-Book 

Bake-a-Book 
 
ES1               Willow Elsheikh  – Very hungry caterpillar  
S1                 Mason Kent        – Mandrake 
S2                 Luke Carpenter  – Pig the Star 
S3                 Riley Cross        – Man from Snowy River 
Highschool    Lily and SJ         – Diary of a wimpy Kid 
Teachers                                 – Gruffalo 
 
Class window Displays 
 
1st                              – S3C      A is for Australian Reefs 
2nd                             – MC       Market Day 
3rd                             –  S2H     Naturopolis 
Honourable Mention – ES1P    Snap! 

Book face Winners 
 
1st Kobi Carpenter 
2nd Luke Carpenter 

Congratulations to the winners that entered in the Bake-A-Book competition, the winners stood proudly 

with their creations, it was clear that the Cake Competition wasn't just about crowning champions it was a 

celebration of passion, dedication, and the artistry that transforms simple ingredients into edible works of 

art. 



Secondary HSIE 
Geography 
 
Year 7  
Students have been learning about water in the world. Students have been investigating the different 
components of the water cycle and how it connects people and places. Students have also been exploring 
Australia's major water sources; both rivers and lakes. Additionally, we are starting our Assessment Tasks 
on Lake Eyre. 
 
Year 9 
Students have been learning about environmental change and management. Students have been 
developing an understanding of the functioning of environments and the scale of human-induced 
environmental change challenging sustainability. Students are also in the process of completing their 
Assessment Tasks, Skills Application Portfolio. 
 
English   
                                                                                                                                                                     
Year 7  
Students have started their introduction to poetry - learning about different poetic forms including the 
popular limerick and haiku. We've worked together to write poems about Shrek and sentient trees while 
learning about structure and poetic features.  
 
Year 8 
Students have embarked on an exciting journey into the rich world of Australian poetry. We have been 
exploring the captivating verses of renowned Australian poets, uncovering the hidden gems that lie within 
our country's literary heritage.  From the vivid landscapes of Dorothea Mackellar's "My Country" to the 
profound themes of identity and belonging in Oodgeroo Noonuccal's "We Are Going", our young scholars 
are gaining fresh perspectives on Australia's cultural tapestry. 
 
Year 10 
English have been looking at Poetry Through the Ages, we started way back with the Ancient Greeks and 
their favourite poem type, “The Ode”. We've looked at popular poems from Medieval Europe and 
“Shakespear's Sonnet 18”, and learnt how to sing some songs written in middle English.  

Secondary History  
Year 10 History 
 
In Year 10 History, students are studying Rights & Freedoms. We are currently looking at activists and 
their aim of achieving change for the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. One of our case 
studies focused on AM Fernando, who travelled all the way to England in the early 1900s dressed with 
skeletons on his cloak to spread the word about what was happening to his people back in Australia. He 
kept detailed notebooks on his travels and students have studied these as a primary source to inform their 
understanding of Fernando's goals as an activist. Students have been having some fantastic class 
discussions about our rights and the history of Governments that haven't respected the rights of all 
people.  





If you need to get a message to 

your child please contact the 

school office by 2:30pm. 














