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The Gender Gap 

With 32+ years in education, I have attended my fair share 
and have often marvelled at the gender balance at work. Girls 
often seem to be in the ascendency; they tend to dominate 
academic awards nights. 

It begs the question; Are girls smarter than boys? 

The answer is “No! A recent UK study, reported in last week’s 
Educator, acknowledges that girls regularly outperform boys in school. It went on 
to say, however, that fact does not mean girls are necessarily any smarter than 
boys. 

The UK equivalent of the Higher School Certificate is the General Certificate of 
Education (GCE). Prior to its completion, students in Years 9 and 10 are 
required to complete a General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE). A 
new report on the attainment gap between girls and boys in GCSE results by 
Professor Alan Smithers, and educational export at the King’s College London, 
reveals that girls have relentlessly dominated GCSE and A-level exams for 
nearly 40 years. In 2021, the gap in gender performance hit a new high… or low, 
if you are a boy. 

The UK school year finished on the 4th of June, and in this year’s GCSE’s 8.9% 
of girls earned the top grade compared with 5.9% of boys. Similarly, in the A-
level exams, 46.4% of girls earned an A or A* (even higher than an A) grade 
compared with 41.7% of boys. 

A cursory look at these results is worrying for the males of the species. 

These results suggest that girls are smarter than boys. 

Neuroscience has something altogether different to say. The science makes 
clear that there are no significant differences between male and female brains, 
at least none that would account for these attainment gaps. 

Research reveals the differences in performance relate more to the expectations 
we have of ourselves and others. He contends that these internalised 
expectations, “… can actually affect (individual) performance and achievement.” 

It could therefore be concluded that girls do better in school academically 
because they are expected to do better in school academically. If this is the 
case, then conversely and even a little perversely, boys must be out there 
accepting some unspoken message that they are not expected to do well, and 
this perceived expectation affects their results. 

Worse, this messaging may even begin in early childhood. 

Encouraging boys to play with construction toys and engage with computer 
games which promote problem-solving and spatial-awareness serve to 
strengthen these neural pathways. By way of contrast, encouraging girls to play 
games that steer them towards being more people-focused, nurturing and              
empathetic strengthens those neural pathways. 

 

School Photos  

Tues 7th & Wed 8th Dec  

 Crafty Sip & Stitch 

Tuesday’s 

From 4:30pm - 6pm 

Presentation Day 

Thurs 9th Dec 

T122 Laptop Payments Due 

 Fri 19th Nov 

HSC Commences 

Tues 9th Nov 

CAPA Performance 

Tues 7th Dec 

Join us on  

Pupil Free Days 

Fri 5th & Mon 8th Nov 

Secondary Sydney       

Excursion 

Mon 14th -  Fri 18th Mar 2022  

Last Day of Term 4 

Wed 15th Dec 

Kids Helpline 

1800 551 800 

Beyond Blue  

1300 224 636 

KEEP SAFE 
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Continued 

The young person who is encouraged to be well-organised and compliant, and praised when he or she is, 

will be better positioned to approach academia in a conscientious manner. When the social signals make 

it clear that the ability to be a people-pleaser is valued, personal performance in a scholastic setting gets a 

boost in performance. 

When these expectations are held mostly of girls – when these expectations become part of what               

constitutes female identity – differences in educational results should come as no surprise. 

COVID NEWS  

The continuation of full-time schooling is dependant on us all keeping safe and to maximise the safety of 
staff and students we continue to offer sanitiser and wipes, and to make every effort to ensure different 
age groups/stages do not mix. In addition, it is mandatory for students in Years 7-12 as well as staff to 
wear masks. 

If your child displays COVID symptoms please keep them at home until such time as their symptoms have 
disappeared or they have received a negative test result. 

In addition to these measures, all staff members and contractors who work on school sites will have to 
have had their two COVID-19 vaccinations by November 8th, 2021. 

The NSW Department of Education has implemented COVID –Safe School Operations Guidelines, and 
our school is currently on Level 3. The restrictions that this brings include the following; 

· Mask wearing for Secondary students 

· Reduced mingling of student cohorts where possible 

· Singing, chants, choirs, school bands or performances are not permitted 

· No assemblies or excursions 

· No community use of school grounds 

· No parents or carers on school grounds except by appointment or if they are attending the front office 



Primary Deputy’s Report 

 

It has been an absolute delight to see the students settled into their classrooms and 

reconnecting with their friends at school. The staff realise that the learning from home 

period was very difficult for many and hope that now things are back to normal for us at 

LRCS, they will stay that way! 

We are still operating at Level 3 restrictions, which means that things are not 100% 

back to the way we would like them to be. Unfortunately, parents and volunteers are not 

able to come  onto the school site. We are hoping that this restriction will be lifted in the next few weeks, 

as we would love to invite parents and carers to school for a catch up chat with teachers. 

I sent home an expression of interest note for the swim scheme (Year 2-6 students). Thank you to those 

who have returned this note. Until we are on Level 1 restrictions, the swim scheme will not operate.          

Unfortunately, we have no idea when we will reach Level 1, therefore at this point, no swim scheme will 

take place 2021 unless otherwise advised. 

The staff are beginning to prepare for end of year reports. You will notice that the report format will be very 

different to what you are used to seeing. Please understand that interruptions experienced this                  

semester make assessing and report writing very difficult. If you have questions or concerns about your 

child, please call the office and arrange a phone interview with your child’s teacher. 

I thank you for your amazing efforts and support in getting students back to school and assisting us in   

returning to normality as smoothly as possible. 

Secondary Deputy Principal’s Report  

Students are slowly settling back into routine of attending school each day. Most             

students follow our PBL values of Respect, Responsibility & Pride. These include        

Students following instructions and attending all classes, speaking in a polite manner to 

their peers and staff, and applying themselves towards their classwork. Unfortunately 

we have a small group of students who are struggling to follow these values, they have 

been counselled about their inappropriate behaviour. This kind of  behaviour is           

unacceptable at LRCS. 

Once again Year 7 have participated in team building activities. Students 

had to work together to make the highest tower made from spaghetti, string 

and masking tape which balanced a marshmallow on top.  

The winning tower made by 

Ayerah, Da & Kaylee 



HSIE 

Year 7 have made a fantastic transition back into the        

classroom following the Stay-At-Home orders. In 7HSIER,  

students have been looking at various key factors, such as 

geographical factors, that contributes to an area’s liveability. 

Over the next few lessons, 7R will be concocting quality      

geographical inquiry questions to develop a collective digital 

survey that aims to critique the liveability of Lightning Ridge. 

Parents, friends and community members will be invited to 

complete the survey through the Lightning Ridge Central 

School Facebook. Once we have received some responses, 

students will begin analysing the data to reach a consensus 

on the liveability of Lightning Ridge.  

Business Studies 

Year 11 students have begun working on the 

HSC course. Over Term 4 and continuing into 

2022, they will be engaged in a new DET        

initiative to encourage great interschool            

interaction and collaboration.   

This week they had their first ‘sync’ lesson. 

These will be conducted every fortnight with   

other schools participating in the program. It will 

provide students with the opportunity to engage 

with students outside the school and collaborate 

to extend their learning.  

English 

Year 9 are having a great time studying drama in English this term. They have been reading, and          

performing, one of William Shakespeare’s most famous tragedies, Macbeth (or The Scottish Play for 

those who are superstitious!). We are having a lot of fun with                 

characterisation as we work to bring to life the characters found 

within the pages of the play. By experimenting with voice, body     

language and facial expressions we have crafted some very               

convincing portrayals of some of the greatest theatre roles around!  

Well done to everyone for their participation and enthusiasm.        

Today The Ridge,                                 

tomorrow Hollywood!                      



Stage 3 
Stage 3 have been exploring the rich language in the novel 

and films of the classic Australian story Storm Boy by Colin 

Thiele. Through the story students are learning about the 

themes of environmental conservation, consumerism,       

relationships between indigenous and non-indigenous      

Australians and the contrast between Australian ideals 

when the story was written in the 1960s in comparison to 

Australia today.  

We are currently working on planning a practical science 

experiment where students will demonstrate their 

knowledge of made materials. The students enjoy hands-on 

learning and this is a wonderful opportunity for them to be 

creative.  

Year 6 students will also be engaged with a number of transition to high school activities over the coming 

weeks to ease them into moving to secondary studies. They will meet their high school teachers and              

explore the ‘other side’ of our school.  

Students and staff are also looking forward to our Year 6 farewell! It should be a great event. 

Yuwaalaraay is the dialect for the Lightning Ridge area. The name of the 
language and Aboriginal people of the Balonne River Region. 

Yuwaalaraay 

Word of the Week 

Mugiin-gaa-baal = November 

mugiin.gaa is the sandfly that can appear after 

floods, which can happen at this time of year. 

The -baal is short for baluu, or ‘moon’. 













If you need to get a message to 

your child please contact the 

school office by 2:30pm. 



 

Please note that while current Covid regulations are in place with regard to double vaccinations, any            

children who attend ROCK garden require a fully vaccinated adult from their household to attend church 

with them. We look forward to the time when we are able to unconditionally welcome everyone!  










