
Principal’s Report  
 

Last week I had the pleasure of accompanying Miss     

Moxham, Mr Nixon and 17 fantastic year 8 students out 

to Narran Lakes. A great day was had by all and the 

lakes looked magnificent with an abundance of water 

which brought life to the reserve. The purpose of the 

field trip was to support year 8 students in completing 

their latest assessment task which will require them to       

develop an infograph which combines words and       

pictures to provide readers with information on the lakes. I look forward to 

viewing the work presented by the students. 

Narran Lakes is a site of significance to the Yuwaalaraay people; as   

Wednesday 2nd September was Indigenous Literacy Day and to acknowledge 

the importance of literacy for all students, each family at our school was    

provided with a free copy of the Yuwaalaraay Pocket Dictionary which has 

been a long time in the making. The publication of this dictionary is a fine 

achievement for our whole community and it is hoped that all families cherish 

this book and view it for what it is a symbol of the strength and importance of 

Aboriginal culture. 
 

I have written in previous newsletters about the benefits of studying a second 

language and these include; 

 Better Decision-Making Skills. 

 Improved Memory. 

 Ability to understand other cultures 

 Better Cognitive Abilities. 

 Improved First Language. 
 

The study of languages is also important because language carries meaning 

beyond the words themselves; is an important platform within which much 

cultural knowledge and heritage is passed on, regardless of a person’s      

ethnicity.  
 

For Aboriginal people, speaking and learning traditional languages improves 

their wellbeing and that of Torres Strait Islander peoples, by providing a 

sense of belonging and empowerment. Hence the publication of the           

Yuwaalaraay Pocket Dictionary takes a special significance in helping to 

strengthen the understanding of Aboriginal culture within the whole          

community. 
 

Thriving, inclusive societies and indeed schools, are based on mutual        

respect, collaboration and effective communication. To that end, relevant to 

this article is the NSW Department of Education’s School Community Charter;  

which outlines the responsibilities of parents, carers, educators and school 

staff in ensuring that school environments are collaborative, supportive and 

cohesive. Please refer to pages in the rear of this newsletter. ‘Til next time’. 
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Join us on  

Year 12 Farewell        

Assembly 

Wed 23rd Sept 

Students to bring their 

own water / drink bottle  

Uniform Shop  

Monday and Thursday 

8:30 am to 9:00am 

School Photos 

Tue 15th - Wed 16th Sept 

Walk Safely To School 

Day 

Fri 11th Sept 

Last Day Term 3 

Fri 25th Sept 

Students Return 

Mon 12th Oct 

School Holidays 

Mon 28th Sept - Fri 9th Oct 

Year 11 Yearly Exams 

Mon 21st - Wed 23rd Sept 

Kindy Start Program 

Beginning on Fri 20th Nov 
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            Secondary Deputy Principal’s Report         
During Week 8, a number of Primary Industries students will be participating in 

work placement, this is a mandatory requirement for these students. Mrs Currey 

has   organised students to visit a number of farms in the local area, thank you to 

Mrs Currey and the farm owners for allowing these students to gain valuable real 

life working opportunities.                                                                                           

Year 11 students will be sitting their Yearly Examinations during Week 10 (Monday 

to Wednesday) of Term 3. During Term 4 students will be commencing Year 12 

studies. Students in Year 11 should now be producing study notes and completing 

practice examination papers.  

During Week 10 a number of students will be participating in a Primary Industries activities using quad 

bikes, they will be required to demonstrate they can safely ride and maintain a quad bike. Thank you  

once again to Mrs Currey for organising this event.  

Year 12 major works are nearing completion, students have been working hard to finish their projects  

before the due date, thank you to Mr Markham, Mr Pickard and Ms Martinez for providing time on    

weekends for student to work on them. 

At our fortnightly brief assembly these students received their bronze, silver, gold & opal awards. These 

awards recognise students who are consistently displaying our PBL values of Respect, Responsibility 

and Pride. Some students received their Blue Opal, this results in students having their laptop fee for the 

next term waived. The Blue Opal award recognises those students who consistently bring their school 

equipment, demonstrate effort in class and complete assessment tasks. 

 

Secondary PBL Focus 



Library Report  

What a crazy fortnight it has been! Borrowing for home ended this week, letters 

will be coming home shortly chasing any over due books. 

A massive thank you to everyone who helped out with Indigenous Literacy Day. It 

was wonderful to see so many of our students excited to get their books. Due to 

the generosity of the Indigenous Literacy Foundation we were also able to share 

some of the amazing books with Lightning Ridge Preschool, Walanbaa Dharrali 

Early Learning Centre, Little Diggers Preschool and Child Care Centre, Sarah’s 

Family Day Care, and Nellie’s Family Day Care. Hopefully we will be just as lucky 

next year and have the same amount of wonderful books available for our community. I know some 

students had been eyeing off more than one book, and I am happy to say that every book we had on 

offer to the students are available to be borrowed from our library. I am looking forward to hearing 

what everyone thought of their books over the coming weeks as they read them. 

Don’t forget reading challenge cards are due back next Friday September 18th. Last term we had over 

50 students complete the challenge. I hope this term we can get over 60 students completing the  

challenge. 

Our Oliver homepage has had a bit of an update over the last few weeks. At the bottom of the recently 

updated page is a library feedback form. Kerrieanne and I are always looking to improve the library 

space and collection of books. We would love to receive feedback on the changes we have made so 

far and get suggestions for how else to improve our collection of books and the 

overall library space. 

As the image on the right shows reading is important, even just 10 minutes a 

day can help improve a range of skills. It doesn’t have to be a traditional novel, it 

could be an e-book, audio book, or a graphic novel. Through the Oliver system 

we have a range of e-book and audio books available and we are working on  

getting more graphic novels for the library.  
 

Turtle Draw Winners: 
 

        Week 6     Week 7     

        Kindergarten:  Ivy Boney ES1P Kindergarten:  Abel Sutton ES1P 

        Stage1:  Kobi Carpenter S1B  Stage1:  Savannah Morris S1D 

        Stage 2:  Amelia Ravell S2F  Stage 2:  Khiah Boney S2O 

        Stage 3:  Aiden Brown S3C  Stage 3:  Harlow King S3C 
 

Book Week Trivia Contest 

With Book Week being postponed until Term 4, I have decided to run a bit of a “Trivia” contest each 

newsletter until our Book Week Celebration. Each newsletter there will be a question for each Stage. 

The student with the most correct answers from each stage will be given a $20 voucher to spend at 

the Book Fair. We have broken the contest into Stages to be fair to all students and to target        

questions to their typical reading level.  

Thank you to the students who had a crack at last weeks challenge. This weeks challenge is a very 

simple one that won’t be divided into stages and it is to write a review of the book you received on  

Indigenous Literacy Day on Oliver. If you are unsure of how to do this please come and ask. 

 



 

Worth your Weight in Opal 

Aiyanah Fusitua  ES1P 

Aiyanah was nominated by Mrs Cross for using her decoding skills to read 

unknown words. Keep up the great work, Aiyanah!  

 

Worth your Weight in Opal 

Jack Warhurst  S1Y 

.Jack was nominated by Miss Elliott for enthusiasm and problem solving.  

Well done, Jack!   

Indigenous Literacy Day 2020  

Wednesday September 2nd was Indigenous Literacy Day. This day is about promoting Indigenous     

languages, stories and songs. 

We celebrated the day at school by handing out books to every student from Kindergarten to Year 12, 

which were kindly donated by the Indigenous Literacy Foundation. Everyone who was at school on the 

day also got to enjoy a cupcake courtesy of Miss Cross. 

We would also like to thank Barriekneal for giving the Gamilaraay Yuwaalaraay Pocket Dictionary and 

Phrasebook to every family on this special day. 



If you need to get a message to your 

child please contact the school office 

by 2:30pm. Thankyou! 

 

Worth your Weight in Opal 

Jannarli Bolton  S3N      

Jannarli was nominated by Mrs Stiller for making mature decisions in the 

classroom and on the playground.  

 

Worth your Weight in Opal 

Evey Allen  Year 7 

Evey was nominated by Miss Stewart for being a patient, supportive          

and encouraging peer.  

 

Worth your Weight in Opal 

Zoe Khabo  S2O 

Zoe was nominated by Miss Elliott for effort and teamwork.                        

Well done, Zoe! .  

 

Worth your Weight in Opal 

Katie Drew  Year 10 

Katie was nominated by Ms Fox for being an incredible support in the  Primary 

MC class. She is always helpful, kind and has a positive disposition.  



Kindergarten Report  
 

During Term 3 we have been enjoying listening to stories and engaging in learning 
apps. Students have been practising taking photos and videos of their learning.       
Kindergarten have been loving exploring the new Ipads.  

 

Primary PBL Focus 

 

John Brown's artwork "Desert figures" was       

selected as a contender for the Outback Archie's 

awards.   

The theme was legends and landscapes. John 

used charcoal to create a unique and dynamic 

picture of an Aboriginal person in the desert.  

John’s artwork will be on exhibition at the        

Outback Arts Gallery, Coonamble in October 

when the winner of the Junior Archie Award will 

be decided. 

Junior Archie Award  



Music 
Year 7 have been learning Italian music terminology and today demonstrated their knowledge by 

providing Mr Finter with music terminology examples such as accelerando, presto & andante. 

The class have also been learning to play guitar. 

Storm and Natasja volunteered to play a few cords of eye of the tiger - well done girls! 

IPROWD Presentation 
IPROWD (Indigenous Policing Recruitment Over Way Delivery) supports Aboriginal and/or Torres 

Strait Islander people to join the NSW Police Force or  other justice, government and emergency    

services agencies. During their visit, the IPROWD team, along with local police and PCYC, provided 

our students with course information, career pathways and share graduate success stories. Students 

also had an opportunity to ask questions and attempt some elements of the fitness assessments     

required to enter the NSW Police Force, such as hand grip strength and planking for 90 seconds.  



Mathematics 

In Year 10 Maths we have been studying Non-Linear Relationships. Our class has learned about     

parabolas and the features of an equation that change the sketch of a parabola.  

We have been using the equation input feature of the program Geogebra and our knowledge of    

quadratic equations to create some amazing designs. 





RU OK? = "Gaba nginda?" 
 
That's if you're asking one person. 
 
If you're asking two people, it's  
"Gaba ngindaali?" 



 School photo order envelopes have been sent 
home in your child's bag last week! 
Family/group photo order envelopes are available 
at the office.                                                    
Please return all photo envelopes regardless if 
you are ordering photos or not. 












