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 Principal’s Report  

 

 

Learning Today will affect you and your 

family for ever!  

Every Day Counts. 

The learning that occurs at school every day is vitally important. Every minute 

missed from school puts your child further behind in their learning. At our 

school – Lightning Ridge Central School – our staff and our students put a huge 

effort into making sure that every student grows up to be the best person they 

can be. This benefits the students, the student’s family and our community. 

One activity we have been working on across our school is the improvement in  

literacy for all students using a computer program called L EX IA. 

Students have the opportunity to work on this program at times during the 

school day however, it is also available online out-of-school time. 

The results of this program have been outstanding: 

Lexia growth in 2018 to date: 

Above Year level:    from 6% to 40% (34% improvement!) 

At Year level:          from 27% to 35% ( 8% improvement) 

Below Year level:     from 67% down to 25% ( a decrease of 42% ! ) 

 
This use growth in our student’s ability has come from the hard work of the       

students and the dedication of our staff. And a special thanks also to those   

parents and grandparents who encourage students to do useful, educational 

work online while at home. 

While the year may be winding down in some places, it is business as usual at 

Lightning Ridge Central School. All students are expected to be at school on 

time and ready to learn every day until Wednesday, 19 December. 

Our staff will be providing programmed educational lessons every lesson every 

day until Wednesday, 19 December. 

Year 6 Graduation 

Wed 12th Dec 

K-6 Opal Rewards Pool 

Party 

Fri 14th Dec 

P & C Meeting 

Tue 27th Nov 

Last Day of School 

Term 4 

Wed 19th Dec 

2018 School Newsletter now available online,  

check out our website on www.lightningr-c.schools.nsw.edu.au 

K - 6 Assembley 

Mon 10th Dec 

Presentation Day  

Fri 7th Dec 

Grandparents Day 

Fri 23rd Nov 

Laptop Lease Term Fee DUE 

Fri 7th Dec 

Kindy Start Program          

Beginning                           

from 27th Nov 
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Congratulations to our Year 12 students who have now finished their HSC exams and hopefully 

are enjoying a well earned rest. Special congratulations to Angus Hallett who has had his    

amazing Design and Technology Project nominated for the 2018 SHAPE Exhibition. It is great 

that so many of our students have received early entry offers to university or offers of work. The 

2018 Year 12 have worked consistently to achieve some very high goals which they have set 

themselves. I am sure that they will all be incredibly successful and I know that some of these 

students will go on to make a real difference in our world because as we all know ……. 

Ridge Kids Can Do Anything 

We will also continue with excursions and special activities in all the usual things that happen to 

make education at Lightning Ridge Central School useful and enjoyable. 

 

If you would like to discuss anything mentioned in this newsletter or any other matters please feel free to come 

in and have a chat. Parents and community members are always welcome, however; it is wise to make an ap-

pointment beforehand to avoid having to wait.  

 

Principals  report continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Positive Behaviour for Learning 

Lightning Ridge Central School share a Positive Behaviour for Learning focus 

with our Students each fortnight. Students who show exceptional PBL values are 

rewarded throughout the year with excursions, special activities and treats.  

 

This symbol represents a winding line indicating a journey, with an adult 

footprint on one side and small dots for children's footprints on the other. 

Children are following the adult, not being herded or chased - this is a 

significant point. They are following, but are still on their own side of the 

track, showing that balance between self-direction and social support.  

Follow Instructions  



 

Deputy Principal’s Report   

 

We continue to reward those students who 

arrive on time for school and wear school 

uniform, showing pride in themselves and 

their school. 

Four students travelled to Sydney and visited Macquarie 

University, this was fully funded by Country Education  

Foundation (CEF). They participated in lectures which they 

found very entertaining and they even caught up with an ex 

Lightning Ridge Central School student. Thankyou to Mrs 

Murray for driving through the storm and many, many      

kangaroos to return our students safely. 

 

Students are now working towards completing course work, assessment tasks and practical   

projects. School continues until the 19th December, students need to bring all their equipment 

and be ready for learning until the end of the year. 

This week  Stage 4 & 5 students will be involved in a Forensic Science event which enable them 

to participant in hands on activities called “A case of conspiracy".  

A number of online activities such as LEXIA are planned for our students & it is essential that 

they bring their charged laptop to school. Parents & carers will soon be sent invoices for         

laptops– please ensure laptop fees are paid on time to enable your child to continue with the use 

of their laptop. 

                                                                                                                             

Yuwaalaraay is the dialect of the Lightning Ridge area. The name of 

the language and Aboriginal people of the Balonne River Region.   Yuwaalaraay  

Words of the Week   

 

Yaaybaa -  Summer 



 

Well I hope you enjoyed the Mid Term break. When it is hot you do not always 

feel like travelling but I managed to listen to podcasts in air conditioning for most 

of my trip to Sydney which made it bearable. Kids would have had an              

opportunity to read more and it is also a time when parents can read with their 

children. I hope this did happen. I have reminded the students that the Reading 

Challenge finishes on Thursday 6th December. 

We received a lovely box of books that I had ordered after seeing and listening to a presentation 

by Paul McDonald who owns the Children’s Book Shop in Beecroft. He is a wealth of knowledge 

and  I always look forward to seeing and hearing him when I attend Training and Development  

Days or  Conferences. You can find out a lot on the internet but nothing beats  contact with a 

knowledgeable person. 

Speaking of knowledgeable people I have been interested to see some staff doing crosswords. 

Using your language skills to complete puzzles is a good way to keep your brain active and it is 

also a good social activity. There are online crossword puzzle makers which I have used with 

classes and these could be used at home. Conversing with others and challenging your literacy 

skills is always worthwhile. Using a dictionary for words you read or hear that you do not          

understand is something that if kids get to see a parent do then they will copy your actions. 

Here is a crossword puzzle from the Fairytale Rapunzel. If you cannot do it then perhaps you 

need to revisit the story! 

 

Week 4 

Early Stage 1  Isabella Pavey ES1J  

Stage 1        Michelle Kranz S1Y   

Stage 2        Vannessa Brown S2H   

Stage 3        Danielle McFadden S3B   

 

The turtle draw winners for the past two weeks have  mostly chosen  

canteen vouchers for their prizes. 

 

Penny Fahey Teacher-Librarian 

Library Report 

Week 5 

Early Stage 1   Samuel Caley  ES1J                         

Stage 1         Claudia Bogdan S1Y  

Stage 2         Tristan Morris S2F  

Stage 3         Nate Bamford S3B   



 

At the Office and in your child’s           

classroom! 

At the end of every term all lost property that is         

unclaimed will be recycled in the clothing pool. 



 







Congratulations to Austin Hallett and Teo Malinovic  

 Winners of CWA International PowerPoint Competi-

tion 

For Goodooga/Lightning Ridge and then Barwon CWA 

Group. 

They have progressed to State Level 



Primary Student of the week 

Term 4 Week 4 

Shiloh Mahoney S1B 

Secondary Student of the week 

Term 4 Week 5 

Cassidy Finne Year 10 

 

Shiloh is a delightful, quiet member of the class that always tries her best in all 

subjects.  She always follows our PBL goals and is an excellent role model to 

her peers. Congratulations Shiloh!! 

 

Primary Student of the week 

Term 4 Week 6  

Vannessa Brown S2H 

 

 

Vannessa is a kind and eager student who always finds time to help her teacher 

and other students. She demonstrates a positive attitude towards all classroom 

activities and has worked extremely hard to see improvements in her learning this 

term. Vannessa seeks guidance when completing new activities and always works 

cooperatively with her peers. She consistently follows our school turtle goals and 

is a valued member of our class. Well done, Vannessa! 

Cassidy is a well deserving recipient of Student of the Week. She is a role model for 

our younger students and is a valued member of her classes. She has consistently 

shown a mature and diligent approach to her studies throughout this year. She is 

always encouraging her peers, has endless patience for others and meets our 

school's core PBL values. Cassidy goes above and beyond with her learning by  

submitting draft tasks for feedback and asking for additional work to further her   

studies. She also shows respect for her peers and her teachers and often helps her 

teachers by carrying their equipment to class. She is a thoughtful, caring and       

respected member of our school community. Congratulations Cassidy! 



8—12 



 





 

 

 

 

 

 

The Flying Doctor dentist is located at the Lightning Ridge Multi-Purpose Health Service 

on 25 Pandora St, Lightning Ridge NSW 2834. 

The dentist is in town 2 days a week. 

The children’s dentist is in town 1 day a week. 

Everyone is welcome – come in and have a chat about your oral health! 

Enquire on (02) 6829 9900. 






