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 Principal’s Report  

Statistics, Lies and Social Media. 

3 things you should never believe! 

This week at school we have had a lot of friction          

between students because of nasty social media posts 

which do not reflect the honest truth. We have had      

students threatening each other and students being mean, cruel and    

hurtful. 

Why did this happen? Because a group of girls wants to involve        

themselves in other people’s lives where they are not welcome, and  

because the truth is a bit too boring, they lie, threaten and blow things out 

of proportion. They do this not to help but to harm and to make          

themselves feel better covering their own inadequacies. 

This came to a head when 2 students who had been making threats on 

social media were asked to discuss a very minor issue that had occurred 

that morning at school (not at all related to the social media threats) and, 

assuming incorrectly that they were going to be in trouble for those 

threats, went on a rampage around the secondary area using disgusting 

language and threatening students and staff. Both of those students have 

now been suspended for a very long time. 

This behaviour is not and will never be acceptable at Lightning Ridge 

Central School! 

To make matters worse, other people outside the school, sent out  

social media posts lying about what happened and who would been in-

volved, causing a great deal of distress to some families. 

The reality is some immature girls behaved badly. It were dealt with by 

the staff and all students in the school remained safe and able to  

continue with their learning. 

That is what we do at Lightning Ridge Central School - we deal with all 

students calmly, fairly and with compassion. We base all of our actions 

on fact not on rumour or lies and at the end of the day students are 

looked after in a caring safe learning environment. 

Grandparents Day 

Fri 23rd Nov 

Kindy Start Program 

Starts from  27th Nov 

Mid - Term Break 

Fri 16th - Mon 19th Nov 

K-6 Assembly  

Mon 12th Nov 

Last Day of School 

Term 4 

Wed 19th Dec 

2018 School Newsletter now available online,  

check out our website on www.lightningr-c.schools.nsw.edu.au 

Presentation Day  

Fri 7th Dec 

P & C Meeting 

Tue 30th Oct 

Year 12 Formal 

Sat 10th Nov 
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If you have any doubts about how our school works come and visit our school any time -we do 

not need to put on a special show to display how good our school and its students are. On a  

happier note, we all now understand that Every Day Counts. – Late is Not Great! 

Our campaign to reduce lateness in secondary students has achieved excellent results. Our   

lateness has been reduced by over 80% which means that many more students are making sure 

every minute of their education count. Well done and keep on improving. 

Congratulations to our Nepal volunteers. Students, staff and community members who spent the 

2 weeks of the school holidays doing voluntary work in schools in Nepal after spending 2 years 

fundraising to make it all possible. The trip is a life changing experience for all who participate. 

The experience of working in the Third World country and helping students and teachers as well 

as international travel is one which will change the lives of our students, and the adults who     

accompanied them, for ever. 

And importantly the work that was done and the support given to the Nepali people will change 

their lives into the future as well. It just goes to prove: 

Ridge Kids Can Do Anything 

What is bullying? (Something we don’t have a lot of in this school) 

This is something not fully understood in our community. 

The word is used widely and incorrectly to describe disputes between people. It is important to 

get it right so the actions to assist are the correct ones. 

Bullying is defined by three key features: 

 it involves a misuse of power in a relationship 

 it is ongoing and repeated 

 it involves behaviours that can cause harm. 

Having a disagreement with a friend, or a single incident or argument is not defined as bullying. 

These behaviours may be upsetting and should be resolved, but they are not bullying. 

 

If you would like to discuss anything mentioned in this newsletter or any other matters, please 

feel free to come in and have a chat. Parents and community members are always welcome, 

however it is wise to make an appointment beforehand to avoid having to wait.  

Principals  report continued 

 

 

 

 

 

Positive Behaviour for Learning 

This Fortnights PBL focus is  

Quality Work  

Lightning Ridge Central School share a Positive Behaviour for Learning focus 

with our Students each fortnight. Students who show exceptional PBL values are 

rewarded throughout the year with excursions, special activities and treats.  

"Quality Work" is represented by a bowerbird's 

display, because they work so hard on these and 

they have to be perfect.  

 



 

Deputy Principal’s Report   

Students were welcomed back to school last Monday . It was wonderful to see 

all students in school uniform and ready for learning. We are continuing our 

rewards for those students who arrive on time to school. As a result, many of 

our students received a special breakfast on their arrival to school on Monday.  

We are planning to hold similar rewards for students who arrive on time to 

school during Term 4.                                                                                     

Fortunately, the numbers of students arriving late to school is decreasing, please support us and 

get your children out of bed in time for them to arrive at school for an  8:40am start. 

Once again, Term 4 will be jammed packed with events and activities. Please ensure permission 

notes are returned by the due date or your child may miss out on an opportunity. This term we 

have: 7 –10 Yearly exams, SRC Grip leadership training, Aspire trip to Sydney, CEF (Macquarie 

Uni) trip to Sydney, OPAL rewards afternoon, IPROWD excursion, VALID 8 assessment,          

Forensic Science 7-10,2018 year 12 students sit their HSC exams and the Year 12 formal    

evening. 

Most parents are concerned about their child’s reading abilities. As a result the school has        

organised online reading programs called LEXIA and Reading Plus. All students MUST bring 

their charged laptops each day. To gain the most from those programs students must participate 

three times a week for 20 minutes each lesson. Students are asked to bring a set of headphones 

to be used when for the reading program. Both reading programs allow students to be motivated 

by their own successes and have their own personalised learning paths.  

Stage 4 & 5 students will be sitting Yearly Examinations in most subjects in Week 4,                

5th November to 9th November. It is essential that all students attend on these days so 

that   student progress can be assessed. In this newsletter, there is a timetable and some useful 

tips so parents can support their child.                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             

Yuwaalaraay is the dialect of the Lightning Ridge area. The name of 

the language and Aboriginal people of the Balonne River Region.   Yuwaalaraay  

Words of the Week   

 

Spring/Spring wind 

‘Yarraga’ 



Penny Fahey Teacher-Librarian 

Library Report 

Well here we are in Term 4, the term that goes quickly, has lots of events, has reports, the Year 

Book and  Presentation Day. I suppose it is a term that highlights what has been achieved 

throughout the year. 

We are still focusing on writing this term and the more you read, the better you can write and   

express yourself through the written word. Reading also helps the spoken word. You will still see 

people with their notes  when they make speeches. Prince Harry has made some great speeches since being in  

Australia and I delight in seeing him with his pages of A4 paper reading his speeches. See photos below of Harry 

writing at school and reading his speech from A4 pages in the rain in Dubbo. 

I encourage students to share their writing and having an audience for what you write is always worthwhile. Stage 3 

have written about their experience of being lost and shared them with partners. Many people seem to get lost in 

shopping centres and kids on motor bikes get lost in the bush. Interesting reading! Kindergarten have written their 

definition of the word beat related to the title Crocodile Beat. Often you know what you want to say but cannot find 

the right words. Reading your writing aloud helps you clarify meaning. Stage 1 will be writing about natural disasters. 

It was not drought breaking rain last week but the thunder was a good conversation pre curser to writing. Stage 2 

were interested to read and hear about Li Cunxin and later will be writing about how you can achieve if you work at it. 

I had a fun time in my favourite book shop in Sydney in the holidays . I purchased Markus Zuzak’s latest novel  

Bridge of Clay and have yet to read it. Parents may be familiar with this author’s world wide success with The Book 

Thief.  The book shop had run out of copies of  Rodney Loses It! which you may recall was my favourite book from 

the CBCA Shortlist last term. 

Lightning Ridge Central School’s Term 4 Reading Challenge started in Week 1 and the recording sheets are yellow 

this term. Students can get more sheets from the library if they need them. The last day to had in the completed 

sheets is Thursday 6th December. Participation in the Reading Challenge is recorded on Semester 2 Reports.     

Unfortunately the cut off for completing reports by teachers is before the cut off for the Reading Challenge so only 

those students who completed Term 3 LRCS Reading Challenge and those who handed them in early in Term 4 will 

have this information on their Semester 2 Report. 

The library Turtle Draw winners for the first week of school were: 

Week 1 

Early Stage 1 Ava Pelosi – ES1J  

Stage 1   Riley Benjamin S1B   

Stage 2   Jazmin Murray S2F   

Stage 3   Rianna Haverhoek S3N  



 



 









Primary Student of the week 

Term 4 Week 1 

Sharlize Masters S2F 

 

Primary Student of the week 

Term 4 Week 2 

Claudia Bogdan S1Y 

Secondary Student of the week 

Term 3 Week 10  

James Haywood Year 11 

 

Claudia is an excellent student in S1Y. She tries hard in all subjects and completes 

her work on time. She is polite and friendly to other students and follows all            

instructions in class. She takes on responsibilities and always participates. Excellent 

Job Claudia 

Sharlize is a hardworking member of our class, who always puts in a big effort 

across all subject areas. She commits herself to her class work, producing neat, 

quality work that she can be proud of. Sharlize is respectful of others and sets 

an excellent standard for behaviour in the classroom and on the playground. We 

have been so fortunate to have you in S2F this year Sharlize! Keep being    

wonderful! 

James has taken a mature approach to his studies this year. He has been working 

consistently in class, applying himself to all set tasks. He always helps out at Food 

For Families and is a valued member of that team. He has also become a valued 

member of class, demonstrating a mature approach to social settings, modelling    

appropriate behaviour to younger students and assisting his peers when needed. 

Congratulations James! 



Primary Student of the week 

Term 4 Week 2 

Holly Hayes Year 7 

Holly is a polite student who is a pleasure to have in the classroom. She always 

begins her work immediately without fuss, tries her best at all tasks and is able to 

work independently. She ignores distractions and focuses on her class work,   

displaying an excellent work ethic. She follows our PBL goals, wears her school 

uniform and is ready to learn. Congratulations Holly! 

 

Please keep an eye out in the mail for your child’s NAPLAN report. 









 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Flying Doctor dentist is located at the Lightning Ridge Multi-Purpose Health Service 

on 25 Pandora St, Lightning Ridge NSW 2834. 

The dentist is in town 2 days a week. 

The children’s dentist is in town 1 day a week. 

Everyone is welcome – come in and have a chat about your oral health! 

Enquire on (02) 6829 9900. 





Welcome back to the last term of 2018. Please note that the Canteen will be opened until the last day of the Term 4, 

Wednesday 19th December, 2018. 

Xmas treats will be advertised later on in the term! 

RECESS & LUNCH ORDERS 

Please note that all Canteen (R & L) orders be in by 9.00am! Orders can be written out or handed in at the Canteen from 

8.30am until 9.00am or placed in class baskets to be sent around to the canteen. 

When writing out orders please write orders on separate bags for R & L. 

DELETED ITEMS: 

Snack pacs 
Cola chill j 

Twisted frozen strawberry yogurt (replaced by Blueberry cookie dough yogurt flavour) 

NEW ITEMS: 

Crunch salad cups (celery,cucumber, carrot, tom, cheese)  -$2.00 
Snaps tangy salsa (gluten free)             -$1.50ea 
Watermelon chill j 
Orange passio chill j                         -$2.00ea 
Rise & shine yogurt pouches vanilla 
Strawberry/tropical flavours                       -$1.50ea 

Twisted frozen Blueberry cookie dough yogurt                    -$2.00ea 

REMINDER OF ITEMS AVAILABLE TO ORDER OR BUY OVER COUNTER: 

*Salad boxes                 from - $4.50ea 
*Chilli tender (2) cheese toasted roll                  -$5.00ea 
*Assorted sandwiches (multigrain bread)  -$3.50 - $4.00 

*Chicken or Ham Salad Wraps   -$6.50ea 

Gluten free products are available by order only! Gluten free bread, and pies. 

Please find updated Canteen Menu for Term 4, 2018 attached! Copies are available at the Canteen. 

The canteen tries to cater to all tastes, healthier the better! Any new items, deleted items or price rises will be       adver-

tised in the Canteen Newsletter. 

A  majority of our products are made for School Canteens, as they are portioned controlled. 

Please note that all profits made by the canteen go to the P&C for the students. 

CANTEEN RULES 

* MORNINGS: CANTEEN OPENED FOR ORDERS AND TO BUY DRINKS ONLY 
 8.30am – 8.40am 
Year 5 & 6 and High school only allowed to buy drinks in the mornings during the above times! 
 
* Parents can order until 9.00am for students. Canteen roller doors will be closed from 9.00am until Recess. 
 
* Kindy to Stage 2 (Red shirts) all orders can be placed in canteen baskets (menu and bags available in each 
stages baskets) and sent around to canteen for Recess and Lunch orders. 
 
* Please when ordering students Recess and Lunches please put R or L on separate bags with students name 
and class and items to be ordered any icecreams ordered for lunch will be put in separate bag with students 
name on bag and sent with lunch orders, change will be sticky taped to bag.  
 
* Year 5 & 6 to year 12 students can buy over the counter at recess and lunch. 
 
* Ice creams are available to buy or ordered at lunch only. 
 
* Please note that the Canteen will close 5 min before bell time. Roller doors will be closed. Students will not be        

served outside of Recess & Lunch  times. 

 

Thankyou, 

Susan Chapman 

Canteen Newsletter 




